THE THIN RED LINE

inadequate, but also because the essence of it is its geggraphical
sub-structure. It is not a case of just so many ships or aircraft, but
of so many ships or aircraft based on Singapore or the Middle
East, Halifax or Darwin, and backed by all the geo-strategic as
well as the material and man-power resources of the British Com-
monwealth. Here is a manifest example of the power of the whole
being vastly greater than the sum of its parts. But, as earlier para-
graphs were intended to show, even the whole is unequal to the
same task in the twentieth century7 as it discharged-successfully in
the nineteenth.